Of the virtues of the nitrate of silver as a local agent in the treatment of disease, surgeons have long had a vague and general conception. They have used it as an escharotic, to de- When it is used with the intention of vesicating, the part must be washed with soap and water and dried, and over the surface again moistened a rod of nitrate of silver is to be repeatedly passed, touching not only the inflamed but the healthy skin, to the extent of an inch or more beyond the former. The part is exposed to the air to dry, and must be kept cool. In twenty-four hours, if the nitrate has been properly applied, a little vesication is observed, the inflammation is found to have subsided somewhat, and its progress is arrested ; and if the patient still complains of any part which has been untouched, the caustic must be again applied. On the third day there is more vesication and less swelling, and the patient complains of pain like that of a blister ; but the part when examined is puffy, and is found to be free from inflammation. On the fourth day the vesications begin to disappear, while the fluid by which they were formed is dried into crusts, which should be allowed to drop off* spontaneously. This they generally begin to do on the fifth day, leaving the subjacent parts free from soreness and inflammatory action. 
